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City	Development	projects	
	
City	Research	projects	
	
Project	loca6ons	

URBANISM 
MATTERS 
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URBANISM	
	
	
the pursuit of	
	
	
URBANITY	
	
URBANISM	
	
	
the pursuit of	
	
	
URBANITY?	
	
•  A collective system of values	
•  A certain level of economic & political 
development	
•  The sophisticated pursuit of pleasure 
(happiness)	
•  A high level of intellectual & artistic 
excellence	
	(Armstrong: In Search of Civilization)	
	
THOMAS COLE: 	
THE COURSE OF EMPIRE - THE ARCADIAN STATE 1834	
THOMAS COLE:	
THE COURSE OF EMPIRE - CONSUMMATION 1835	
THOMAS COLE:	
THE COURSE OF EMPIRE - DESTRUCTION 1836	
THOMAS COLE:	
THE COURSE OF EMPIRE - DESOLATION 1836	

URBANISM	
ENTROPY	
Glasgow 1958	
Refusal	
Glasgow 1978	
Renewal	
Glasgow 2008	
Recovery	
Glasgow 1998	
Reinvention	
REVOLUTION	
A little … 	
… now and again … 	
REVOLUTION	
AGRICULTURAL	 INDUSTRIAL	
DIGITAL	 TRANSPORT	
URBANiTY	
4 principles that have helped cities adapt to 4 
technological revolutions: agricultural, industrial, 
transportation, digital;	
	
Urbanism is positive (intentional) and 
overcomes entropy (lack of positive energy) 
causing a gradual decline into disorder (natural 
processes – drought, flood and disease – and 
manmade processes – war, greed and the 
careless, senseless exploitation of resources and 
people).	
URBANiTY	
Planning is a 20thC solution to a 19thC problem 
– keeping nasty things away from where people 
live;	
	
Urbanism is a 21stC solution to a 20thC problem 
– systemic modernism (specifically ‘silo-ed’ 
thinking) and replacing it with integrated action 
… and design. 	
PEARL RIVER DELTA 1980	 PEARL RIVER DELTA 2010	
Sometimes at horrifying speeds – 30 years – not 300!	
URBAN LABORATORY GLASGOW	City CouncilSchool of Art	
PEARL RIVER DELTA 1980	
Black = Open space	
PEARL RIVER DELTA 2010	
White = City	
In 30 years – not 300! TOO FAST?	
A GLOBAL 
LOCAL VIEW 
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Our	Shrinking	Earth	
1900 
7.91 
1950 
5.15 
1987 
2.60 
2005 
2.02 
2030 
1.69 
2050 
1.44 
YEAR 
Hectares of Land Per Capita 
How our Greatest 
Invention makes us 	
•  Richer	
•  Smarter	
•  Greener	
•  Healthier	
•  Happier	
Everybody on the 
PLANET can fit into 
Texas!	

WHERE ARE WE?	



¥ € $ 
THE FUTURE OF THE 
ECONOMY 
MARCHETTI 
CONSTANT	
	
The average time 
spent travelling 
each day is ~ 1.5 
hours	
	
Time is fixed 
Distance is 
elastic. 	
	
Shrink Space with Time 


ATLANTA 2.5m	
	
Karl	Marx:	
•  Means	of	Produc6on	
•  Surplus	
•  Controlled	Labour	
	
Capital	Markets	(S/D)	
•  Increase	Produc6vity		
•  Reduce	Cost	
•  Increase	Proﬁt	&	Return	
	
	
Ri_ind:	
•  Internet	Technology	
•  ‘zero’	produc6on	cost		
•  ‘priceless’	goods	
•  ‘zero’	proﬁt	
•  ‘nix’	the	market	
	
PROducer/conSUMER	
•  ‘prosumer’	
•  music	
•  news	
•  e-books	
	
	
	
INTERNET	OF	THINGS:	
•  communica6ons	i-net	
•  renewable	Energy	i-net	
•  auto-logis6cs	
	
3rd	Industrial	Revolu6on	
	
	
	



Oh	yes!	Its	
NEW	and	its	
URBAN?	
I	wonder	if	
she	has	an	
…	AGENDA?	
North American 
Sub-region
EU/EFTA or Western and 
Central European Sub-region
Sub-region of 
Eastern Europe, 
Russia, Caucasus 
and Central Asia 
(EERCCA)
Countries of 
South East Europe
 - United States
 - Canada
 - Armenia 
 - Azerbaijan 
 - Belarus
 - Georgia
 - Kazakhstan
 - Kyrgyzstan
 - Moldova
 - Russian
 - Tajikistan
 - Turkmenistan
 - Ukraine
 - Uzbekistan
 - Austria
 - Belgium
 - Bulgaria
 - Croatia
 - Republic of Cyprus
 - Czech Republic,
 - Denmark
 - Hungary
 - Ireland
 - Italy
 - Latvia
 - Lithuania
 - Luxembourg
 - Malta
 - Netherlands
 - Poland
 - Portugal
 - Romania
 - Slovakia
 - Slovenia
 - Spain
 - Sweden 
 - the UK
354.4million
(2013) 287million
(2014)
520million
(?)
 - Republic of Turkey
 - the State of Israel
 - Bosnia-Herzegovina Montenegro
 - the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia
 - Serbia 
 - Albania
100million
(?)
EU countries
EFTA countries
 - Iceland
 - Liechtenstein
 - Norway
 - Switzerland
The Sub-Regions of the UNECE with statistics on population
North	America	 EU/EFTA	 Eastern	Europe	Russia	
Caucasus	&	Central	Asia	
South	East	Europe	
290	
100	
355	
520	
The	Territories	of	the	United	Na6ons	Economic	Commission	for	Europe	(UNECE)	
VANCOUVER	
VLADIVOSTOK	
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Figure 1.3 City population share by city size per part of the world, 2015 
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City	popula.on	size:	
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City	popula.on	size:	
city population –  city size – by part of the world, 2015	
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Figure 1.4 Population density by city size class per part of the world, 2015 
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by global region	
2015 	
5 
 
	
	
Figure 1.4 Population density by city size class per part of the world, 2015 
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LIFE EXPECTANCY IN THE UNECE REGION
AGEING & LOW FERTILITY IN THE 
UNECE REGION
I	
THE BOREAL FOREST OR ‘TAIGA’
extends across the UNECE Region
greater in extent than the Amazon rain forest
I	
… and still growing! Largely by Mismanagement.	












Increasing		
Urbanisa6on	
&	
Concentra6on 
Agglomera6on	
Knowledge	
Economies 
Interconnected	
City	Clusters 
Urban	
Shrinking	in	
Ci6es	outside	
the	Clusters 
THE CYCLE OF URBAN CONCENTRATION : ‘SUPER-CITIES’
Ageing	urban	
popula6on	
Low	fer6lity 
Migra6on	to	
Successful	
Cluster	Ci6es 
Reinforces	
economic	
performance	
of	clusters 
Creates	
further	
challenges	to	
isolated	ci6es 
THE DEMOGRAPHIC CYCLE
Edge	City	&	
Suburban	
Development 
Erosion	of	
Func6ons	in	
Urban	Core 
Ineﬀec6ve	
Public	
Transport 
Metropolitan 
Coalescence 
THE SPRAWLING CITY – a negaNve urban cycle
THE!
INDUSTRIAL !
CITY !
THE!
KNOWLEDGE !
CITY !
No Spatial 
needs beyond 
Proximity 
Universities, 
Airports, 
Cultural 
Quarters 
The 
importance of 
Place - Image 
& 
Attractiveness 
Demand for 
Mixed-use and 
the 
Experience 
Economy 
Access to 
Materials & 
Markets  
Freight 
Transport 
Networks 
Significant 
In-migration 
Zoning of 
Land for 
Efficiency and 
Health 
SHOCK
STRESS 
SHOCK
STRESS 
SHOCK
Leadership & 
Strategy 
Health & 
Wellbeing 
Economy & 
Society 
Infrastructure 
& 
Environment 
THE RESILIENT CITY – a posiNve urban cycle
STRESS 
SHOCK
•  Enhance natural & 
man-made assets 
•  Assure continuity of 
critical services 
•  Provide mobility & 
communications  
•  Promote cohesive & 
engaged communities 
•  Ensure stability, 
security & justice 
•  Foster economic 
prosperity 
•  Meet basic needs 
•  Support livelihood & 
employment 
•  Ensure public services 
•  Promote leadership & 
effective management 
•  Empower stakeholders 
•  Foster long term & 
integrated planning 
Leadership & 
Strategy 
Health & 
Wellbeing 
Economy & 
Society 
Infrastructure 
& 
Environment 
THE RESILIENT CITY – a posiNve urban cycle
Effective 
Labour 
Market 
Dense 
Development 
Integrated 
Public 
Transport 
Efficient 
Public 
Services 
THE COMPACT CITY – a posiNve urban cycle
HABITAT III REGIONAL REPORT ON THE UNECE  
 
Towards a city-focused,  
people-centred and integrated approach 
to the New Urban Agenda 
 
the metropolitan context of the UNECE 	


New Middle-land	
SoWat	
UK is one ‘Super-city’	
The Northern	
Horseshoe	
Glas-burgh	
New Middle-land	
SoWat	
UK is one ‘Super-city’	
The Northern	
Horseshoe	
Glas-burgh	










BRUSSELS 
CALLING …  
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Glasgow	
Manchester	
Copenhagen	
Berlin	
Amsterdam	
Barcelona	

Barcelona	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	am	sa6sﬁed	to	live	in	…		
Barcelona	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	am	sa6sﬁed	with	health	care	in	…		
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Barcelona	
Berlin	
Amsterdam	
I	am	sa6sﬁed	with	sports	provision	in	…		
Barcelona	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	am	sa6sﬁed	with	the	cultural	oﬀer	in	…		
Barcelona	
Glasgow	
Copenhagen	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Amsterdam	
I	am	sa6sﬁed	with	the	public	realm	in	…		
Copenhagen	
Amsterdam	
Manchester	
Barcelona	
Berlin	
Glasgow	
I	am	sa6sﬁed	with	the	retail	oﬀer	in	…		
Copenhagen	
Amsterdam	
Manchester	
Barcelona	
Berlin	
Glasgow	
I	am	sa6sﬁed	with	the	retail	oﬀer	in	…		
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Berlin	
Manchester	
I	think	housing	is	aﬀordable	in	…		
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Berlin	
Manchester	
Copenhagen	
Amsterdam	
I	think	foreign	people	are	good	for	…		
Barcelona	
Copenhagen	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
I	think	foreign	people	are	integrated	in	…		
Barcelona	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	feel	safe	in	…		
Barcelona	
Manchester	
Glasgow	
Amsterdam	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
The	people	in	…	are	trustworthy	
Barcelona	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	am	sa6sﬁed	with	the	cleanliness	of	…		
Berlin	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Manchester	
Barcelona	
Copenhagen	
I	like	the	greenness	of…		
Manchester	
Amsterdam	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Berlin	
Copenhagen	
I	am	sa6sﬁed	with	the	life	I	lead	in	…		
Lowest–	retail,	housing	aﬀordability	
(Barcelona)	(Berlin	Amsterdam	Copenhagen)	
Highest	–	health,	jobs,	openness	
(Amsterdam)	(Copenhagen)	(Copenhagen)	
Lowest–	retail,	housing	aﬀordability	
(Barcelona)	(Berlin	Amsterdam	Copenhagen)	
Highest	–	health,	jobs,	openness	
(Amsterdam)	(Copenhagen)	(Copenhagen)	
Crea6ve	Ci6es	are	
Goldilocks	Ci+es?	
	
not	too	good	and	not	too	bad,	
a	bit	of	EDGE?	
	
Glasgow	never	lower	than	median	
Amsterdam	
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Manchester	
Berlin	
I	
Amsterdam	
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Manchester	
Berlin	
I	
Barcelona	
Manchester	
Berlin	
I	
Amsterdam	
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
I	
Amsterdam	
Copenhagen	
Glasgow	
Barcelona	
Manchester	
Berlin	
I	
WELLNESS not 
ILLNESS? 
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Wilkinson	&	Pickek	
	
Valuing	growth	above	
equality	is	life	diminishing:	
	
•  Violence	
•  Obesity	
•  Addi6on	
	
Income	inequality	creates	
social	tension	&	poor	
mental	health	
	
	


Make	incomes	as	equal	as	
Japan	or	Sweden:	
	
•  extra	holidays	
•  thinner	&	happier	
•  live	longer	
•  greater	trust	
	
	
	
Professor	Sir	Harry	Burns	
local	na6onal	hero	






Creative Cities	
	People who can, exercise 
choice about place, based 
on…	
	
•  Liveable neighbourhoods	
•  Public space for public life	
•  Comfortable & effective 
transport	
		
Creative Cities	
	People who can, exercise 
choice about place, based 
on…	
	
•  Liveable neighbourhoods	
•  Public space for public life	
•  Comfortable & effective 
transport	
	these things matter no 
less to those who 
cannot choose	
We need to talk 
about the city…  
5 
What forces will shape our cities?!
•  social!
!- !static population!
!- !gender!
!- !24 hour global!
•  technological!
!- !I.C.T.!
!- !sustainability!
!- !new materials!
•  economic!
!- !e-business!
!- !knowledge!
!- !new working!
•  political/cultural!
!- !environment!
!- !polarisation!
!- !governance!
Transaction 
	
Environment	
Operating !
Environment !
Economic &	
Technological Drivers	
Political Drivers	 Social & Cultural Drivers	
Environmental Drivers	
Transactional	
•  change is inevitable & unpredictable!
•  competitiveness through:!
!- !flexibility, adaptability & capacity for change!
!- !quality & choice!
•  opportunities must be taken quickly & 
imaginatively!
“We can … stumble into the future and hope it 
turns out all right or we can try and shape it. … 
the first step is to work out what it might look 
like.”	
	
Stephen Ladyman, Deputy Chair Labour Party, January 2006	
	
Knowns & Unknowns	
•  We know our population can only grow by 
immigration	
•  We think climate change is happening but we 
don’t know how fast	
•  We know oil is running out but we don’t know 
when or even if we need it	
•  We will live longer but may well be less healthy	
1.  Active, aligned and intentional government with private 
sector and institutional partnership;	
2.  Internationalisation, global positioning & trade;	
3.  Knowledge economy, innovation-based entrepreneurship 
and modernisation of manufacturing;	
4.  Strong link between human capital, and attractive, 
distinctive cities; and	
5.  Green economy, resource efficiency and decarbonisation	
Munich, Barcelona, Torino, Seoul	
A SENSE OF PURPOSE – LONG-TERM 
DEVELOPMENT 
COMPETITION 
COLLABORATION CITY  
FULL-TIME & PERMANENT 
1: Effective working – emancipated thinking 
 
2: Top-down ; bottom-up – leadership 
 
3: Set a frame of reference & principles – not too 
 prescriptive 
 
4: Build trust, combat alienation – inclusive  
 
5: Encourage Creativity 
 
6: Be open for Business 
 
7: Encourage talent – combat inequality 
 
8: Innovate – don’t imitate 

A CITY VISION SHOULD BE …	
•  Part of an on-going & Long-term process	
•  Open-minded & Inquisitive	
•  Forward-thinking – pro-active	
•  Structured	
•  Inclusive	
•  Particular – of the place for the place	
•  Purposeful	
•  Assertive	
•  Deliverable	
	
 	
1. Boundaries of control	
2. Boundaries of influence	
3. Boundaries of partnership	
CHANGING ROLE OF THE STATE	
 	
•  Debt crisis foreshadows a changing role 
for Government	
 	
•  In 50 years Western Governments will be 
playing a totally different game.	








SPACE IN USE	
ST ANDREW SQUARE 	
ST ANDREW SQUARE 	
ST ANDREW SQUARE 	





expectation 
& 
execution 
 
expectation 
& 
execution 
 
 
keeping 
our 
promises 
expectation 
& 
execution 
 
 
keeping 
our 
promises 





So what? 6 
Do our cities have personalities?!
	
Aberdeen – sub-sea, green-tech	
	
Glasgow – smart-culture, co-creative	
	
Edinburgh – start-up, fintech	
	
	
How do our cities fare?!
	
In ‘super-city’ UK?	
	
In post-Brexit Europe?	
	
Internationally?	
	
	
Does this have ANYTHING to do with 
property?!
	
The greatest story never told?	
	
What is the relationship between 
trends and reality?!
	
Is there an urban ‘eight-ball’ ?	
	
Tinder for cities?	
	
What is the relationship between trends 
and reality?	
	
How do our cities fare?	
	
Do our cities have personalities?	
	
Does this have ANYTHING to do with 
property?	
	
++ …?	
	
